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According to Lord Kinnoull, Ahmad Pasha did not expect the Porte
to ratify the treaty ; in an explanation of the circumstances under which
he had been compelled to sign it, he said that he only agreed to its terms
as a means of gaining time, since he could not possibly have held out for
another month.1
The Qadi 'Abdu'l-Karim Efendi reached Constantinople in the middle
of February, 1734. After several councils had been held to consider
the treaty, the Porte rejected it on the grounds that it was dishonourable.
Although the Sultan and his ministers approved of Ahmad Pasha's conduct
under such difficult circumstances, they nevertheless dismissed him from
his post as Governor of Baghdad, doubtless because of the machinations
of his arch-enemy CAH Pasha, the Grand Vizier.2 In accordance with the
decision taken, the orders which Ahjtnad Pasha had sent to the Pashas
of Ganja, Shirvan, Erivan and Tiflis were disregarded, and more troops
were sent to reinforce the Sar'askar 'Abdullah Koprulii (who had been
raised to that rank on the death of Topal *0sman) at Diarbakr. The
Porte nevertheless sent no message to Nadir expressly denouncing the
treaty ; instead, it endeavoured for a time to make him believe that the
question was still under consideration and that a lasting settlement would
shortly be made.
The Russian court had followed with interest, and, at times, with anxiety,
the course of the Turco-Persian campaign. The news of Nadir's defeat
by Topal 'Osman caused considerable perturbation, it being feared that
Persia would be forced to come to terms with Turkey and that the French
Ambassador at Constantinople (the Marquis de Villeneuve) would then
succeed in inducing the Porte to go to war with Russia.* Russia was
already deeply involved in the war of the Polish Succession, and would
have been faced with a critical situation had Turkey been able to yield to
the importunities of France and attack her ; it was only the continuance
 *	Despatch dated the i8th February/ist March, 1734 (S.P, 97, Vol. XXVII).
 *	Ahma£ Pasha was appointed Governor of Aleppo, but he was at his own request appointed to
Urfa instead.   See Longrigg, op. cit.t p. 147.
*	French policy in relation to Turkey and Russia had undergone a complete change; whereas
in 1723 and 1724, France had played the part of mediator (see p. n and 12 above), in 1733 she
was just as actively engaged in endeavouring to fan into flame the increasing animosity
between the two powers, because of the intervention of Russia in the war of the Polish
Succession on the side of Augustus of Saxony. France had espoused the cause of Stanislaus
Leszczynski, the father-in-law of Louis XV. (See F, Martens^ Recueil des Traitis et Con-
ventions conclus par la Russie avec les Puissances Etrangbres, Vol. I, p. 70 and Vol. XIII, pp.
42-43). Great Britain, which in 1723 and 1724 had tried to embroil Russia and Turkey in wax,
now, on the other hand, played the rdle of peace-maker. Villeneuve used every endeavour
to put fresh spirit into Turkey, and in this task he had an unofficial, but very efficient
coadjutor in the person of that strange adventurer, Bonneval; the latter did a great deal to
make the Turkish army more efficient. As A. Vandal has said (op. cit.t p. 175), the French
adventurer " en peu de temps . . . accomplit le miracle d'habituer une troupe dont il ne
connaissait point la langue a 6voluer avec une precision qui eflt fait envie an plus habile
regiment de France ou d'AUemagne."

